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Mr.  Fitch's 


SERMONS 

On  Serious  TIETY 

AND    ON 

'The   Golden  Rule  offujli'cc* 


IDISCOURSE 

On   Serious  Piety, 

BEING     A 

Funeral   SERMON 

Preach'd  upon  the  DEATH  of 

Mrs.    Mary    Martyn, 

[Who  departed  this  Life  at  Portfmoutl\ 
in  the  Province  of  New-Hampjhirey 

January  26th.  Anno  Dom.  1724—5'. 
zs£tatifq%y  Sua  77. 

To  which  is  added, 


SERMON 

ON    THE 

Golden  Rule  of  fuftice, 

From  Matth.  VII.  n. 


By  fahe^  Fitch,  V.  D.  M. 


\BOSTQN:  Printed  in  the  Year  ijzj. 


To  the  Honourable 

John  Wentworth  Efq; 

Lieutenant  Govcrnour  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  and  over 
His  Majefty's  Province  of  New- 
Ha?npjhire  m  New-England. 

May  it  plcafe  your  Honour, 

IT  was  leaji  in  my  Thoughts,  and  very  con- 
trary to  my  Inclination,  that  any  thing 
of mine  Jhould  be  thus  expofed  to  Fub~ 
'  lick  View  :  hut  it  being  the  dying  Reaueft 
of  your  honour  d  and  pious  Mother,  that  I 
fhould  preach  her  Funeral  Sermon,  and  that  it 
Jhould  be  printed  for  the  Ufe  of  her  Foflerityy 
$nd  your  Honour  having  exprefl  your  Concern, 
that  her  Dejire  Jhould  be  complied  vjithal,  I 
could  not  deny  a  Copy  of  the  Sermon  Qfuch  as 
it  is, )  praying  it  may  be  accompanied  with 
the  Divine  Eleffing,  for  the  Good  of  all  thofe 
for  whom  'tis  peculiarly  defignd,  and  that  the 
Serious  Piety  which  was  fo  Confpicuous  in 
your  deceasd  Mother  may  live  and  remain  in 
all  that  have  defcended from  her. 

rAnd7 


ii  The  Dedication! 

And,  feeingTrue  Piety  towards  God  is  ever 
attended  with  Equity  towards  Man ;  I  have 
been  induced  to  annex  unto  the  Sermon  upon 
Piety,  a  Difcourfe  upon  the  Golden  Rule  of 
Juftice,  which  I  humbly  prejent  to  your  Ho- 
nour. 

And  it  is,  and  fh  all  he  my  cordial  Tracer 
to  the  Almighty,  that  you  may  live  long  in 
your  Vullick  Station,  to  promote  the  Inter  efts 
of  Religion  and  Juftice,  and  that  the  left  of 
Blefftngs  from  the  Father  of  Lights  may  de- 
fcend  plentifully  on  your  Family,  and  when  you 
(ball  have  ferved your  Generation  hy  the  Will 
of  God,  all  the  Days  of  your  appointed  Time 
in  this  World,  you  may  he  crown  d  with  im- 
mortal Glory  and  Honour  in  the  Heavenly 
World, 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  Honour's 

Mofl  Humble  and 

Obedient  Servant 


JABEZ   FITCH. 


DISCOURSE 

O  N 

Being   a 

Funeral  Sermon,  dtc 


Luke  X,  42. 

But  one  thing  is  needful.  And  Mary  hath  cbo- 
fen  that  good  part)  which  fh all  not  be  taken 
away  from  her. 

IN  the  foregoing  Words  we  have  an  Ac- 
count of  our  Saviour's  Entrance  into  a 
certain  Village,  and  his  Reception  at 
Marthas  Houfe. 

THO'  our  Lord  Jefus  was  infinitely  Rich, 
yet  for  our  fakes  He  became  Toot,  fo  Poor  that 
he  had  no  Houfe  of  his  own,  fo  Poor  that  he 
was  fain  to  be  beholden  to  his  Friends  for  a 
Subfiftence.  And 
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AND  tho'  when  he  came  unto  his  own,  to  the 
People  oirlfrael  that  were  peculiarly  his  Own 
above  all  People,  the  generality  of  them  re- 
ceived him  noty  they  did  not  welcome  him  as 
the  Meffiah,  yet  there  were  fome  that  received 
him  inco  their  Hearts,  and  gladly  received  him 
and  bid  him  welcome  to  their  Houfes- 

NOW  in  the  Houfe  where  our  Saviour  was 
entertained  at  this  Time,  there  dwelt  two  Sif- 
ters, Martha  and  Mary. 

MART  gave  devout  Attendance  upon  the 
Word  of  Chrift  ;  Jlie  fat  at  Jefrn  Feet  and  heard 
his  Word.  For  He  would  take  every  Opportuni- 
ty to  preach  the  Gofpel,  and  even  while  Sup- 
per was  preparing,  He  entertain'd  the  Family 
with  the  glad  Tidings  of  the -Gofpel,  the  Feaft 
of  fat  things ;  and  Mary  gladly  embraced  this 
Opportunity  of  feafting  her  Soul- 

BUT  Martha  (tho*  a  good  Woman)  was  then 
cumbred  about  much  ferving,  whereby  fhe  was  di- 
verted from  hearing  Chrift.  She  was  over- 
follicitous  in  providing  a  Supper  for  Chrift,  who 
had  Meat  to  eat  that  fhe  was  not  aware  of. 
And  fhe  was  offended  at  her  Sifter,  and  com- 
plained to  Chrift  againft  her,  for  not  lending 
her  a  helping  Ha ^d,  but  rather  chufing  to  fit  at 
Jefus  Fee,  and  fhe  doubtlefs  expected  that 
Chrift  would  have  joined  with  her  in  faulting 
her  Sifter ,  but  fhe  was  much  miftaken,  for  in- 
ftead  hereof,  He  reproves  Martha  for  her  inor- 
dinate Care ;  Martha,  Martha,  thou  are  careful 
and  troubled  about  many  things :  And  He  com- 
mends Mary  for  her  wife  Choice  $  But  one  thing 
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i  needful.    Arid   Mary    hath  chofen  that  good  part, 
which  flail  not  be  taken  away  from  her. 

YVc  may  here  take  Notice,' 

1.  O  F  the  Object  of  Mary's  Choice;  But  oni. 
thing  is  needful,  and  Mary  hath  chofen  that  good 
fart.  The  one  thing  needful  is  meant  of  that,- 
which  Mary  had  chofen  ;  namely  Serious  Tiety  > 
whereof  her  fitting  at  ChrifVs  Feet  to  hear  his 
Word,  was  an  eminent  Inftance  and  Evidence- 

2.  THE  JVifdom  of  her  Choice-  Mary  hath  cho- 
fen that  good  fart,  which  jhall  not  be  taken  away 
from  her.  Serious  Tiety  is  called  a  good  fart ;  be- 
caufe  Mary  by  her  Choice  thereof,  and  her  a- 
greeable  Practice,  fecured  to  her  felf  a  good  Tart 
or  Portion,  which  (lie  fliould  never  be  deprived 
of. 

ACCORDINGLY  we  may  obferve  &rfc 
That  Serious  Tiety  is  the  one  thing  needful :  And, 
Secondly,  That  the  good  Chrifiian,  by  the  Choice  of 
Serious  Tiety  fecures  to  hivi{elf  a  good  Portion,  which 
flail  not  be  taken  away  from  him. 

I.  SERIOUS  Tiety  is  the  one  thing  needful. 

MARTHA  was  cumber'd  about  many  things 
which  were  comparitively  Needlefr,  while  the 
cfie  thing  neeful  was  at  that  time  negle&ed  by 
her :  She  was  then  over-careful  about  things  oi 
left  Moment,  omitting  that  which  was  of  un- 
(peakable  more  Confequence. 

BY  Serious  Tiety  we  are  to  underftand,  a  eon- 

fchnciom  Endeavour  to  difcharge  all  the  Duties  of 

the  firji  Table %  from  8  Principle  of  Grace  in  ths 

B  Heart, 
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Hearty  and  thofe  renewed  Supplies  of  Grace 
that  are  needful  for  that  Purpofe. 

SERIOUS  Piety  always  fuppofes  Repentance 
towards  God9  and  Faith  towards  the  Lord  Jefui 
Chrlfi. 

WE  muff  be  unfeignedly  forry,  that  we  have 
wickedly  departed  from  God,  and  muft  return 
to  him  and  his  Service  with  our  whole  Hearts. 

AND  we  muft  believe  on  the  Name  of  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift  with  Faith  unfeigned,  in  and 
thro'  whom  alone  God  is  reconciled  to  us,  and 
will  accept  of  any  Service  from  us,  and  by  the 
power  of  whofe  Grace,  we  are  enabled  to  per- 
form fuch  Service  as  God  will  accept. 

SERIOUS  Piety  towards  God  is  ever  attend- 
ed with  Equity  and  Charity  towards  Man  | 
Hence  Godlinefi  and  Honefty,  Holinefi  and  Righte- 
ctifnefi  are  joined  together.  And  we  then  only 
rightly  difcharge  our  Duty  towards  Man,  when 
it  is  done  out  of  Refped  to  God. 

HAVING  given  a  brief  Intimation  of  thefe 
things,  which  are  neceffary  to  be  obferved  by 
us,  I  proceed 

Firfty  TO  fhew  the  Neceffity  of  Serious  Pi- 
ety, and 

Secondly,  ON  what  Accounts  it  may  be  faid 
to  be  the  one  thing  needful. 

I.  LET  m  confider  the  Neceffity  of  Serious  Ti- 
tty. 

NOW  Serious  Godlinefs  is  a  needful  thing. 

1.  For  the  pleafing  of  God. 

2.  'TIS  neceffary  for  our  own  Good. 

I.  SERIOUS   Tiety   is   needful  for  our  pleafing. 

God,  Eos  'tis  not  a  matter  of  Indifference  with 
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the  Almighty,  whether  we  are  Godly,  or  no; 
tho'  foolifh  Sinners  are  apt  to  entertain  fuch 
unworthy  Apprehenfions  of  God  ;  thou  thought- 
eft  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thy  felf \  Pfaf. 
$ o.  %t*  They  are  prone  to  fancy  God  cares  not 
much  whether  they  are  Godly  and  Religious 
or  no  ;  But  the  Folly  and  Abfurdity  of  fuch  a 
Conceit  will  appear  if  we  confider,  that  Reli- 
gion u  the  end  of  our  Creation-  Every  wife  Agent 
propounds  to  himfelf  fome  End  of  his  Actions; 
And  the  alwife  God  {who  made  all  things  for  him- 
felf) has  made  us  for  this  End,  that  we  might 
Glorify  him,  by  a  Life  of  ferious  Godlinefs  ; 
And  God  would  certainly  have  all  Men  anfwer 
this  End  of  their  Creation  ;  Hence  he  faith  in 
Deut.  f .  29.  O  that  there  were  fitch  an  Heart  in  them, 
that  they  would  fear  me,  and  keep  all  my  Command- 
?nents.  Therefore  God  can  never  be  pleafed 
with  any,  unlefs  they  become  truly  and  feri- 
oufly  Godly.  By  this  Enoch  pleafed  God,  who 
walked  with  God  in  a  courfe  of  ferious  Godli- 
nefs,  Heb.  n.  f.  compared  with  Gen.  5-.  24. 
And  without  this  'tis  impoffible  to  pleafe 
God- 

2.  SERIOUS  Godlinefs  is  neceffary  for  our 
own  Good,  both  Temporal  and  Eternal. 

I.  '775  necefjary  for  our  temporal  Good.  For  God- 
linefs hath  the  promife  of  the  Life  that  now  zs9  1  Tim* 
4c  8-  And  if  we  feek  firft  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
his  Right  eoufhejl,  all  theft  things  flail  be  added  to  us, 
fo  far  as  an  alwife  God  fees  needful  and  conve- 
nient for  us.  But  the  Ungodly  have  no  Pro- 
mife of  any  temporal  Bleffing,  they  can  lay 
Claim  to  nothing  in  the  Bible  but  the  Curfes  : 
B  2  And 
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And  tho9  God  caufes  his  Sun  to  rife  on  the  Evil  as 
well  as  the  Good,  and  beftows  outward  Blefltngs 
on  the  Wicked^  and  the  Ungodly  pro/per  in  the 
World,  Pfal.y*.  12.  Yet  Their  very  Bkjjings  are 
eurfed  to  them,  their  Table  is  their  Snare,  and  their 
Prosperity  foail  deftrcy  them.  Provt  1.  25.  So  that 
the  Ungodly  can  enjoy  no  temporal  Good, 
that  is  really  good  for  them :  For  all  their  Mer- 
cies fhall  end  in  Mifery,  and  their  Mifery  mall 
be  increaied  for  their  abufe  of  them,  Rev.  18. 7. 

2.  SERIOUS  Godlinefi  isneceffary  to  our  Eternal 
Good.  For  none  but  the  truly  Godly  fhall  dwell 
iwkh  God  in  his  Kingdom.  Who  fliall-  afcend  in- 
to the  Hill  of  the  Lord?  Who  fljall  ftand  in  hu  holy 
f  lace  I-  Who  fhall  go  to  heaven  hereafter  ?  Sure- 
ly none  but  thofe  that  are  Godly  here.  It  is 
contrary  to  the  Nature  of  God  to  admit  any 
others  to  dwell  in  his  Prefence.  All  Ungodly 
ones  are  an  Abomination  in  the  fight  of  a  holy 
God,,  they  are  both  living  and  dying  an  Abo- 
mination to  the  Lord,,  and  he  cannot  receive 
fuch.into  his  blifsful  Prefence,  without  offering 
the  greateft  Violence  to  his  own  Nature,  And 
Ids  contrary^  to  the  Word  of  the  God  of  Truth 
that  ungodly  ones  mould  ever  be  received  to 
Glory.  And 'tis  not  only  contrary  to  the  Word, 
but  to  the  Oath  of  God  ;  for  he  h&thfworn  in  his 
Wrath  agiinfl:  all  ungodly  ones,  that  >  they  foall 
not  enter  intohu  Reft,  Pfal.  95-.  ult.       - 

WHAT  has  been  faid  may  fuffice,  to  fhew 
the  indifpenfabie  Neceffity  of  ferious  Godlinefs. 

Ill 


en  Serious   Piety.  7 

II-  I  proceed  to  (hew  on  what  Accounts,  feri- 
cus  Godlineji  may  be  fa  id  to  be  the  one  thing  need- 
ful. 

And  we  may  here  take  Notice, 

1.  TH&.T  ferior/s  Godlinefs  u  a  thing  unfyealt- 
My  more  needful  to  be  minded  by  us  than  any  fecu- 
lar  Bufinefi.  There  is  no  other  Bufinefs  of  fuch 
abfolute  Neceffity  and  high  Importance,  as  that 
of  Religion..  Tho'  our  worldly  Bufinefs  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  its  Place,  and  we  ought  to  take  a 
prudent  Care  to  provide  for  our  comfortable 
Subiiftence  in  the  World  '>  yet  this  is  a  Bufinefs 
of  no  Neceffity,  of  no  Importance  in  compari- 
fon  of  the  Bufinefs  of  Religion  and  ferious 
Godlinefs,  on  which  our  eternal  Felicity  de- 
pends- Hence  our  Saviour  bids  us  Labour  not 
for  the  Meat  that  perijlieth,  but  for  that  which  en- 
duretk  to  everlafiing  Life.  Joh.  6.  27* 

2.  SERIOUS  Godlinef?  alone,  is  fufficlent  to  re- 
commend  us  to  God's  Favour ;  '  but  without  this  no- 
thing can  recommend  us  to  the  Divine  Favour.  God 
is  no  accepter  of  Perfons.  Hence  tho'  we  may 
be  of  mean,  inferiour  Parts,  tho'  we  may  be 
poor,  low,  and  defpifed  in  the  World,  or  what- 
ever outward  Circumftances  we  may  be  under; 
yet  if  we  be  truly  and  ferioufly  Godly,  the  moft 
high  God  will  have  Refpeft  to  us,  we  fliall 
thro'  Chrift  be  accepted  with  him,  and  preci- 
ous in  his  fight.  But  without  ferions  Godlinefs, 
nothing  can  recommend  us  to  the  Divine  Fa- 
vour. No  worldly  Riches  or  Greatnefs,  no 
intelle&ual  Acxomplifhments,  no  moral  Ho- 

nefty, 
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ne%,  no  external  Shews  of  Devotion  will  eve? 
recommend  us  to  the  Favour  of  Heaven,  if  we 
are  void  of  true  and  ferious  Godlinefs.  Serious 
Piety  may  therefore  well  be  called  the  one 
thing  needful. 

3.  SERIOUS  Piety  is  the  one  thing  needful  to  our 
[olid  Comfort  in  this  World.  There  is  no  true 
Comfort  and  Satisfaction  to  be  found,  but  in 
the  ways  of  Godlinefs.  The  Ways  of  piety  are 
Ways  of  Pleafantnefi,  and  all  her  Paths  are  Peace, 
True  Satisfaction  is  to  be  had  only  in  true  Re- 
ligion, and  the  Practice  of  ferious  Godlinefs. 
The  Work  of  Righteoufnefi  ts  Peace.  Great  Peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  Law.  They  have  abundant 
Satisfaction  in  doing  their  Duty,  and  Pleafure 
in  Reflection  upon  it.  But  there  is  no  Peace  to 
the  Wicked,  faith  my  God,  Jfai.  $j.  21.  And  fe- 
rious Godlinefs  gives  inward  Peace  and  Joy  in 
the  midft  of  outward  Troubles  and  Afflictions, 
it  caufes  us  to  rejoice  in  Tribulation,  and  when 
all  Creature  Comforts  fail,  the  godly  Man  may 
Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  Joy  in  the  God  of  his  SaU 
vation,  Hab.  3.  17,  1 8. 

4.  SERIOUS  Godlinefs  may  well  be  termed 

the  one  thing  needful^  bedaufe  this  alone  will  accom- 
pany 745  into  another  World.  Rev.  14.  1*.  Blejjed  are 

the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord — ■  They  reft  from 

their  Labours,  and  their  Works  of  Piety  do  follow 
them  into  the  other  World :  But  every  thing 
elfe  muft  be  left  behind  us ;  for  as  we  brought 
nothing  into  this  World  with  US,  fo  it  is  certain  we 
can  carry  nothing  out*   1  Tim*  6,  7.  Serious  Piety 

and 
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and  the  happy  Fruits  thereof,  will  flick  hy  us 
to  Eternity  ;  but  we  muft  fhortly  bid  an  ever- 
lafting  Farewel  to  every  thing  elfe  :  That  may 
therefore  well  be  lookc  upon  as  the  one  thing 
needful. 

I  (hall  make  fome  brief  Improvement  of  what 
has  been  faid  on  this  Point. 

I.  IF  feriom  Godlinefi  be  a  thing  of  fitch  Necefity 
its  we  have  heard,  how  fad  then  is  the  Cafe  of  thofe 
that  live  without  God  in  the  World,  that  live  at 
profane  Life,  or  if  they  have  a  Form  of  Godlinefi, 
are  fir  angers  to  the  Power  of  it.  Such  do  not  an- 
fwer  the  End  of  their  Creation*  and  therefore 
can  never  pleafe  their  Creator  j  but  they  give 
God  juft  Occafion  to  repent  that  he  made  them, 
as  is  faid  of  the  Sinners  of  the  old  World,  (the 
World  of  the  Ungodly)  It  repented  the  Lord  that  he 
made  Man  on  the  Earthy  and  it  grieved  him  at  his 
Heart.  And  whatever  good  things  fuch  enjoy, 
(how  good  foever  they  may  be  in  themfelves) 
they  are  not  good  for  them ;  they  ferve  but  to 
increafe  their  Sin  and  Guilt  and  final  Mifery  : 
And  they  receive  all  their  good  things  in  their  life- 
time ;  when  they  leave  this  World,  they  ft  all  go 
to  the  Generation  of  their  Father s>  where  they  jhaH 
never  fee  Light ,  nor  enjoy  the  leaft  Good  for  e- 
ver.  They  are  wholly  taken  up  about  the  Tri- 
fles of  this  World,  neglecting  the  grand  Bufmefs 
to  which  all  other  things  Ihould  be  fubordinate, 
and  in  Comparifon  with  which,  no  other  thing 
is  worthy  of  the  leaft  Regard.  Whatever  chey 
gain  of  this  World,  they  have  nothing  to  re- 
commend chem  to  the  Divine  Favour,  and  they 

can 
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can  have  no  knowledge  of  the  love  ef  God  towards 
them,  h  all  that  u  before  them.  They  can  have 
no  folid  Peace  or  Satisfa&ion  here.  And  they 
have  nothing  to  ftand  them  in  ftead,  in  that 
eternal  State  which  they  are  haftening  into. 
This  is  the  fad  and  doleful  Cafe  of  all  thofe  that 
are  void  of  ferious  Godlinefs. 

%.  IF  ferious  Godlinef  be  the  one  thing  needful, 
then  let  it  be  our  great  Care  that  we  may.  bf  truly 
andferioufly  Godly.  Let  not  our  Cares  be  chief- 
ly taken  up  about  this  World-  Let  us  not  be 
follicitous  what  we  ft  all  eat,  or  what  we  fiatt  drink, 
or  wherewithal  we  Jhall  be  cloathed  )  but  what  we 
fljould  do  to  inherit  eternal  Life,  or  how  we  may 
attain  to  live  a  Life  of  ferious  Godlinefs  here, 
in  order  to  our  living  a  Life  of  Glory  and  Blef- 
fednefs  hereafter.  Let  us  feek  firft  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  his  Righteoufnefi.  Let  us  mind  Reli- 
gion as  our  principal  Concern.  Let  not  Reli- 
gion be  a  thing  by  the  bye  with  us,  but  let  ic 
be  the  grand  Bufinefs  of  our  Lives.  While  others 
are  follicitous  how  they  ihalj  gain  the  World, 
let  us  be  follicitous  how  we  may  ferve  and 
glorify  God  in  the  World.  Let  us  redeem  Time 
from  the  Vanities  and  Bufinefs  of  the  World,- 
for  the  Service  of  God  in  religious  Exejcifes. 
And  let  us  ferve  God  with  all  our  Might,  let: 
us  be  fervent  in  Spirit  ferving  the  Lord.  Many 
have  mifcarried  to  Eternity  for  want  of  Fer- 
vency in  the  Service  of  God,  they  have  ferved 
God,  as  if  they  ferved  him  not,  they  have  been 
hot  in  the  purfuit  of  the  VVorld,  but  they  have 
been  cold  or  lukewarm  in  Religion.  .  The 
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Apoftle  fpcaks  of  fomc  who  will  be  Rich,  i  Tim. 
6.  9.  And  he  fpeaks  of  fomc  who  will  be  Godly 9 
2.  Tim.  %.  12.  Lee  us  refolve  that  we  will  be 
Godly,  whatever  it  cod  us,  and  let  us  fet  our 
felves  to  be  ferioufiy  Godly,  to  be  Godly  in 
good  earneft,  let  us  not  reft  in  the  Form  of  God- 
linefi,  but  let  us  labour  to  be  acquainted  with, 
and  fubjeA  to  the  Power  of  it- 

NOW  if  we  would  attain  to  live  A  Life  of  feri- 
ous Godlinef,  let  m  go  to  Chrift  for  a  Principle  of 
Godlinef  to  be  put  into  our  Hearts,  and  for  thofe  re- 
newed Supplies  of  Grace,  which  we  need  to  enable  us 
to  live  Godly  in  the  prefent  World. 

WE  are  by  Nature  alienated  from  the  Life  of 
God,  that  is,  from  a  Life  of  Godlinefs ;  But 
Chrift  has  purchafed  Grace,  and  he  beftows  it 
upon  us,  whereby  we  mav  be  difpofed  and  en- 
abled to  live  a  life  of  ferious  Godlinefs :  Let  us 
go  to  Chrift  and  depend  on  his  Merit  and  Spi- 
rit for  this  purpofe,  and  Chrift  has  told  us  for 
our  Encouragement,  He  that  comes  to  me,  I  will 
in  no  wife  cafi  out.  If  we  would  ever  attain  to 
live  a  Life  of  ferious  Godlinefs,  we  muit  come 
to  Chrift  to  put  a  Principle  of  Godlinefs  into 
our  Hearts :  And  we  muft  be  daily  coming  to 
Chrift,  for  renewed  Supplies  of  Grace  $  for 
without  Him  we  can  do  nothing. 

WE   proceed   to  confider  briefly  the  Second 

Objervation,  which  is,  That  the  good  Chrift ian 

by  the  Choice  of  ferious  Godlinefi   fecures  to  himjelf 

a  good  Portion^  which  fiiall  not  be  taken  away  from 
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him.  Mary  hath  chofen  that  good  Tart  which  Jhall 
not  be  taken  away  from  her.  Alary  is  here  com- 
mended for  her  Choice  of  ferious  Piety,  the  one 
thing  neeful,  which  is  called  a  good  Part,  be-^ 
caufe  (he  thereby  fecur'd  a  good  and  abiding 
Portion  to  herfelf, 

WE  may  here  take  Notice, 

I-  THAT  the  good  Chriftian  chooses  a  Life  of 
ferious  GodlheJS.  Being  convinced  that  this  is 
the  one  thing  needful,  he  makes  a  fixed  Choice 
of  it,  and  ad:s  agreeable  to  his  Choice,  in  the 
Courfe  of  his  Life. 

HE  choofes  the  Service  of  God,  as  Jofhud 
did;   Choofe  you  this  Day    whom  you    will  ferve9 

faith  Jcfiwato  the  People As  for  me  and 

my  Houfey  we  will  ferve  the  Lord.  The  good 
Chriftian  choofes  the  Service  of  God,  as  that 
which  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  moft  de fir  able 
m  its  felf.  He  choofes  the  Way  of  Truth,  as 
David  favs  of  him  felf,  I  have  chofen  the  Way  of 
Truth,  Pfal.  119.  30  The  way  of  ferious  God- 
linefs  is  the  way  of  Truth,  'tis  the  Only  true 
way  to  Happinefs,  and  the  good  Chriftian 
choofes  this  way,  tho'  it  be  narrow,  becaufe  'tis 
the  only  fafe  and  good  Way.  And  in  Verfe 
17;.  the  Pfalmift  fays,  I  have  chofen  thy  Precepts, 
The  good  Chriftian  is  Religious,  not  merely 
by  the  force  of  Education,  nor  as  compelf  d  by 
the  ladies  of  Confcience,  but  he  is  fo,  out  of 
Choice,  and  he  comes  off  freely  in  his  Choice. 
Chrift's  People  are  a  willing  Feople,  they  are  a 
People  of  Willingnefy   alluding  to  Servants  that 

choofe 
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choofc  their  Service,  and  are  not  captivated  to 
it,  that  love  their  Mailer,  and  would  not  go  out  free. 
They  are  inlightened  to  difcern  the  Beauty  of 
Holinefi  and  the  Amiablenefs  of  Godlinefs,  fo 
that  they  choofe  and  embrace  it  with  all  their 
Hearts,  rejecting  that  which  is  contrary  there- 
to, with  Deteftation. 

THE  good  Chriftian  is  fixed  in  his  Choice," 
and  will   abide  by  it  to  the  end.     I   have  chofen 

the  way  of  Truth fays  the  Pfalmift,   And 

I  have  (luck  unto  thy  Teftimonies,  Pfal.  119.  30^3  r. 
He  that  is  good  indeed  will  continue  fo  all  his 
Days :  Not  but  that  he  is  liable  to  Declenfion, 
but  he  will  repent  of  it,  and  recover  himfelf,  by 
the  reftoring  Grace  of  God,  Pfal.  23-5. 

AND  the  good  Chriftian  in  the  general 
Courfe  of  his  Life,  will  a&  agreeably  to  his 
Choice  of  ferious  Godlinefs ;  For  every  good  Tree 
bringeth  forth  good  Fruit. 

2.  THE  good  Chriftian  hy  choofing  ferious  OodlU 
nefijfecures  to  himfelf  a  good  Part  or  Portion.  So  did 
Mary,  by  choofing  a  Life  of  ferious  Piety,  fhe 
chofe  that  which  would  fecure  to  her  a  good 
Part. 

SERIOUS  Godlinefs  will  fecure  to  us  a  good 
Portion ;  for  it  will  fecure  to  us  an  Intereft  in 
the  Favour  of  God,  and  that  is  a  good  Portion 
indeed;  for  in  God's  Favour  is  Life,  that  is,  alt 
Good,  Pfal.  30.  f.  Our  Felicity  is  bound  up  int 
God's  Favour,  if  we  have  that,  we  have  e- 
nough,  There  is  no  Portion  that  may  be  com- 
pared 
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par'd  with  the  Divine  Favour.  Thy  loving  kind- 
fieJS  u  better  than  Life,  Vfal.  63.  3.  'Tis  better 
than  Life,  and  all  the  Comforts  of  Life,  'tis  bet- 
ter than  Life  in  its  left  Eftate,  even  long  Life 
and  Profperity.  Hence  while  many  are  faying, 
Who  will  fliew  us  any  earthly  Good,  the  great  De- 
fire  of  God?s  People  is,  that  God  would  lift  up 
the  Light  of  his  Countenance  upon  them.  Let  us 
have  thy  Favour,  and  let  us  be  affured  that  we 
have  it,  and  we  defire  no  more ;  that's  a  fuffi- 
pienc  Pprtipn  for  us. 

SERIOUS  Godlin^fs  will  fecure  to  us  an 
Intereft  in  God  himfelf,  as  our  Portion,  He  will 
be  the  Portion  of  our  Inheritance,  Vfal.  16.  y  And 
*ve  may  then  fay  as  in  the  next  Verfe,  We  have 
a  goodly  Heritage.  They  that  have  God  for  their 
Portion  have  a  good  Portion,  a  goodly  Heri- 
tage 3  what  can  they  have  berterr?  What  can 
they  defire  more  ?  They  may  fay,  Return  unto, 
thy  Reft,  Q  my  Soul,  and  look  no  farther. 

GOD  wiH  be  their  Portion  in  the  Land  of  the 
'Living,  pfal.  142.  f .  He  will  be  their  Portion, 
White  they  live ;  here,  to  fupply  them  with  all 
needful  Good,  and  he  will  be  their  Portion  for 
ever,  Pfal.  73.  26.  A  Portion  that  will  laft,  a? 
|prig  as  the  immortal  Soul  lafts.  They  (hall  in 
the  other  World  be  fully  and  for  ever  happy  in 
*he  Enjoyment  of  Him,  as  their  Portion  ;  In 
thy  Pre  fence  is  fulnefiofjoy,  at  thy  right  Hand  there 
$rf  P '^afi ires  for \  evermore ^  Pfal,  16.  ult* 
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3  THE  good  Tort  ion  flwtt  not  be  taken  away 
from  the  good  Cbriflian.  The  good  Portion  which 
he  fecures  to  himfclf,  by,  the  Choice  of  ferious 
Piety,  (hall  never  be  taken  away  from  him. 
Nothing  (hall  feparate  him  from  the  Love  of 
God  inthrift.  I  am  per/waded,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
that  neither  Deith  nor  Life,  nor  Angels,  nor  Princi- 
palities, nor  Powers,  mr  things  prefent,  nor  things 
to  come>  nor  Height,  n  w  Depth,  nor  any  other  Crea- 
ture, Jhall  be  able  to  feparate  m  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Chrify  Jefus  our  Lord.  God  will 
never  take  away  his  loving  kindmfi  from  them  ; 
for  whom  he  loves,  he  loves  to  the  end,  and 
without  end.  Incline  your  Ear,  and  come  unto  me, 
faith  the  Lord--  -  and  I  will  make  an  everlaft- 
ing  Covenant  with  you,  even  the  fure  Mercies  of 
David,  Ifai.  5-5-.  5.  If  we  come  to  God  to  ferve 
him  in  Sincerity,  and  live  a  Life  of  ferious 
Godlinefs,  he  will  Covenant  with  us  to  do  us 
good  and  make  us  happy,  he  will  engage  to  be 
our  Porcion,  and  his  Covenant  with  us  is  an 
everlafling  Covenant,  'tis  a  Covenant  well  order- 
ed in  all  things  and  fure,  and  the  Benefits  of  this 
Covenant  are  fure  Mercies.  The  Mountains  JhaU 
depart,  and  the  Hills  be  removed,  but  my 
Kindnefi  flail  not  depart  from  thee^  neither  flail  the 
Covenant  of  my  Peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  hath  Mercy  on  thee,  Ifai.  5*4.  10.  Sooner 
(hall  the  Mountains  depart,  and  the  Hills  be  re- 
moved, *  than  God's  Covenant  with  his  People 
be  broken  *  for  He  is  the  Lord  that  bath  Mercy 
on  his  People  j  and  therefore  the  Covenant  is 
immoveable  and  inviolable,  becaufe  'eis  founded 
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not  on  our  Merit,  but  on  God's  Mercy]  whichi 
is  from  everlafiing  to  everlafiing. 

THE  Day  will  indeed  come,  when  all  the 
Mountains  (hall  depart  and  the  Hills  be  remo- 
ved i  for  all  thefe  things  fhall  be  diffolved,  but 
then  the  Covenant  between  God  and  his  Peo- 
ple (hall  continue  in  the  endlefs  Felicity  of  all 
the  Children  of  that  Covenant. 

IF  God  be  our  God  and  Portion,  he  will 
be  fo,  for  ever  and  ever ;  This  God,  faith  the 
Pfalmift,  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever,  Pfal. 
48.  tilt. 

FOR  the  Improvement  of  what  we  have 
heard, 

LET  m  all  he  exhorted  to  make  a  deliberate  and 
fixed  Choice  of  ferious  Godlinef.  Let  us  choofe  the 
Way  of  ferious  Piety  for  our  Way,  which  we 
will  walk  in.  Let  us  confider,  -what  infinite  Rea- 
fon  we  have  to  choofe  the  way  of  ferious  Godlinef  * 
for  this  is  the  only  way  to  fecure  a  good  Por- 
tion to  our  felves ;  they  that  do  not  choofe  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  Prov.  1.29.  that  do  not  choofe 
a  Life  of  ferious  Godlinefs,  fhall  have  no  Por- 
tion, but  in  the  things  of  this  Life,  and  they 
are  no  good  Portion,  becaufe  they  fhall  be  ta- 
ken away  from  us,  if  not  before,  yet  at  the  far- 
theft,  when  we  fhall  be  taken  away  from  them* 
O  let  us  not  think  it  enough  to  have  a  Portion 
in  thefe  things,  which  will  fliortly  be  gone 
from  us,  and  leave  us  Miferable  for  ever: 
But  let  us  choofe  the  Fear  and  Service  of  God, 

and 
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and  then  we  may  be  fure  of  a  good  Portion  ; 
we  may  be  fure  of  the  Favour  of  God.,  in  whofe 
Favour  is  Life,  and  whole  loking  K'mdnefi  is  bet- 
ter than  Life ;  We  may  be  fure  that  God  him- 
felf  will  be  our  Portion,  who  is  a  fatisfying 
Portion  ;  for  he  has  enough  in  himfelf  for  his 
own  Happinefs,  who  is  an  infinite  Being  ;  He 
has  therefore  enough,  and  more  than  enough 
for  us,  who  are  finite  Beings.  He  will  be  our 
Portion  in  the  Land  of  the  living,  and  our  Por- 
tion thro'out  eternal  Ages. 

LET  us  humbly  look  up  unto  the  God  of  all 
Grace,  that  he  would  enlighten  our  Under- 
ftandings,  and  renew  our  Wills,  and  enable  us 
to  make  a  wife  Choice  :  That  while  others 
choofe  to  walk  in  the  way  of  their  Hearts,  and 
in  the  fight  of  their  Eyes,  we  may  choofe  the 
way  of  God's  Precepts,  that  while  others  choofe 
to  be  taken  up  and  employed  about  the  World, 
we  may  choofe  the  Service  of  God  for  our 
Bufinefs,  the  grand  Bufinefs  of  our  Lives.  And 
if  this  be  our  Choice,  Chrift  himfelf  will  com- 
mend us  for  it  ("at  the  great  Day)  as  he  did 
Mary  who  chofe  to  fie  at  his  Feet  to  hear  his 
Word,  whereby  fhe  did  wifely  for  herfelf,  in 
fecuring  that  good  Part  which  fhould  not  be 
taken  away  from  her. 

THE  Occafion  of  my  Preaching  on  this 
Text  at  this  Time  was  the  Defire  of  that  wor- 
thy Gentlewoman,  who  has  been  lately  car- 
ried to  the  Houje  afpfointed  for  all  the  living. 

She 


i§  A  Difcourfe 

SHE  was  apprehenfive  of  fome  fpecial  Good 
that  fhe  had  received  from  thefe  Words  $  and 
therefore  was  defirous  they  fhould  be  preached 
from  to  others,  in  hopes  they  might  reap  the 
like  Benefit :  For  Grace  is  of  a  diffulive  Na- 
ture, and  will  feek  to  propagate  ic  felf,  like 
Fire  that  turns  all  about  it  into  Fire. 

SHE  ftri&Iy  forbad  that  any  thing  mould 
be  faid  in  her  Praife,  Which  was  a  good  Evi- 
dence of  her  Humility  and  freedom  from  vain 
Glory:  And  indeed  thofe  that  are  entering 
upon  the  Glory  and  Honour  of  the  future  State 
have  little  Reafon  to  regard  any  Honour  that 
can  be  done  to  them  in  this  World. 

I  fhall  not  contradict  her  humble  Mind,  by 
inlarging  on  her  Character :  But  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledge to  the  praife  of  Divine  Grace,  that 
{he  gave  abundant  Evidence  to  the  Charity  of 
her  Chriffian  Neighbours,  that  fhe  was  a  Per- 
fon  of  ferious  Piety  (which  is  a  Diftin&ion 
that  will  laft,  when  all  others  (hall  be  buried 
in  everlafting  Oblivion,)  and  that  fhe  had  (with 
Mary)  chofen  that  good  part,  which  fhould 
not  be  taken  away  from  her ;  and  is  now  reap- 
ing the  happy  Fruits  of  her  wife  Choice,  in  a 
bleifed  Eternity. 

THE  Feet  of  thofe  that  brought  the  glad 
Tidings  of  the  Gofpel,  were  always  beautiful 
in  her  Eyes,  arid  it  was  her  great  Delight  to 
attend  on  the  Miniftry  of  the  Word :  And  as 
the  Word  was  the  Solace  of  her  Life,  fo  fhe 

found 
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found  the  Comfort  of  it  in  a  dying  Hour,  t 
faw  her  the  Day  before  her  Death,  when  fii3 
ex  pa- fled  a  profound  Reiignation  to  the  Will 
of  God,  and  comfortable  Hopes  of  going  to 
Chrift,  and  dwelling  in  his  immediate  Prefence, 
where  fhe  fiiould  have  no  need  of  the  Glafs  of 
Ordinances,  to  behold  his  Face  in- 

IT  was  the  Prayer  of  Chrift  a  little  before 
his  Death,  Father,  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou 
haft  given  me,  be   with  me   where  I  am,  that  they 

may  behold  ?ny  Glory And  this  is  the  ardent 

Defire  of  every  fincere  Chriftian,  the  fulfilment 
whereof,  fills  him  with  Joy  ineffable  and  full  of 
Glory, 

TO  conclude,  my  Hearts  Defire  and  Prayer 
to  God,  in  particular,  for  all  that  have  defcend- 
ed  from  this  good  Gentlewoman,  is,  that  they 
may  inherit  a  double  Portion  of  her  Spirit  of 
ferious  Piety,  that  they  may  be  Followers  of  her, 
fo  far  as  foe  followed  Chrift ,  and  finijh  their  Courfe 
with  Joy,  as  (lie  did  :  And  that  the  Grace  of  God 
which  bringeth  Salvation  may  effe&ually  teach  us 
all,  to  live  Godly  in  the  prefent  World,  looking  for 
that  blejfed  Hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefns  Chrift  •  and  that 
when  He  fall  appear,  we  alfo  may  appear  with  him 
in  Glory% 
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Matth.  VII.  iz. 

'Therefore  all  things  ivhatfoever  ye  would  that 
Men  fbould  do  toyou,  do  ye  evenfo  to  them  ; 
for  this  is  the  Law  and  the  Prophets. 

AS  God  made  Man  a  foclahk  Creature,  fo 
he  has  in  his  infinite  Wifclom  and  Good- 
refs  concriv'd  and  enacted  the  beft  Laws  that 
can  be,  for  the  good  of  Human  Society.  He 
has  not  only  prefcribed  Rules  refpe&ing  his 
own  Worfhip  and  Glory,  but  in  the  Ten  Com- 
tnandmenrs  has  ordered  more  Precepts,  for  the 
Support  and  Benefit  of  Humane  Society,  than 
for  the  Adoration  and  Honour  of  himfelf.  Par- 
ticularly, He  has  requir'd  us  to  honour  our 
Parents,  and  to  preferve  the  Life,  the  Chaftity, 
'the  Goods,  and  good  Name  of  our  Neighbour, 
and  not  to  covet  any  thing  belonging  to  our 
Neighbour.  And  how  happy  would  this  World 
fee,  in  companion  of  what  it  now  is,  if  thefe 

things 
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things  which  God  has  commanded  for  our  good, 
were  generally  obferved  by  Mankind  ? 

OUR  Text  contains  an  Abridgement  of  the 
whole  Moral  Law,  fo  far  as  it  concerns  our  Du- 
ty to  our  Neighbour.  'Tis  a  golden  Sentence 
dropt  from  the  Mouth  of  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
when  he  preach'd  his  incomparable  Sermon  on 
the   Mount. 

IN  the  foregoing  Words  our  Saviour  exhorts 
us  to  addrefs  our  felves  to  God  for  thofe  Fa- 
vours which  we  need,  and  he  tells  us  for  our 
Encouragement,  that  if  we  being  evil,  know  how 
to  give  good  Gifts  unto  our  Children,  how  much 
more  foall  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  give  good 
things  to  them  that  ask  him  ?  Having  fpoken  thus 
to  encourage  our  Faith  in  Prayer,  He  takes  care 
in  the  Verfe  of  our  Text  to  check  our  Frefump* 
tion,  by  telling  us  that  if  we  would  have  our 
Prayers  granted,  we  rauft  not  think  to  live  as 
we  lift,  but  muft  carefully  difcharge  all  the 
Duties,  which  we  owe  not  only  to  God,  but 
alfo  to  Man  ;  Therefore  all  things  whatfoever  ye 
•would  that  Men  Jlmtld  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to 
them  :  For  this  is  the  Law  and  the  Prophets. 
WE  may  here  take  Notice, 

i.  OF  the  Author  of  this  Rule,  namely,  Jefus 
Chrift,  whom  God  has  advanced  to  be  a  Vrincey 
as  well  as  a  Saviour,  and  whofe  Laws  we  muft 
obey,  as  ever  we  exped  Salvation  by  him,  for 
he  is  the  Author  of  eternal  Salvation  to  thofe  that 
okey  him,  and  to  no  others* 

3.  OF  the  Rule  it  [elf;  All  things  whatfoever 
ye  would  that  Men  flwtld  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even 
fo>  to  theuh   This  Rule  is  commonly  more  briefly 

expreft, 
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expreft,  That  we  (hould  do  as  we  would  be 
done  by.  This  is  a  moft  excellent  Rule  of 
Life  and  Manners.  One  of  the  Roman  Empe- 
rors was  fo  taken  with  it,  that  he  caufed  it  to 
be  writ  on  his  Palace,  and  it  deferves  to  be  en- 
graven on  all  our  Hearts. 

3.  The  Comprehenfivenef  of  this  -Rule ;  It  is  the 
'Law  and  the  Frovhets.  The  Prophets  are  the  Ex- 
pofitor's  of  the  Law  ;  and  this  Rule  is  the  Sura 
of  the  fecond  Table  of  the  Law,  and  the  Ex- 
poficions  of  the  Prophets  upon  it.  The  Law 
and  Prophets  contain  the  Duties  which  we  owe 
to  our  Maker,  and  the  Duties  which  we  owe 
to  our  Neighbour  :  The  Rule  in  our  Text  is  the 
Sum  of  the  latter  of  tnefe. 

WE  may  take  up  this  Doctrine  for  our  pre- 
fent  Confederation  and  Improvement, 

THAT  to-  do  as  we  "would  be  done  by  is  an  ex- 
cellent Rule,  which  oar  Saviour  has  given  m  to  walk 
by,  in  our  whole  Carriage  towards  our  Neighbour. 

IN  difcourfing  on  this  incomparable- Rule,  I 
fhall  Firft,  Offer  fomething  for  the  Explication- 
of  it,  Secondly, -Shall  (hew  the  Compreherifivenefs 
.of  it,  and  Thirdly,  The  Obligation  that  lies  up- 
on us,  to  walk  agreeably  to  this  Rule. 

I-  I  mail  fay  fomething  for  the  Explication 
of  this  Rule,  that  we  may  have  a  right  Under- 
Handing  of  it- 

AND  we  may  here  obferve 

1.  THAT  this  JRule  is  expreft  affirmatively, 
hut  the  Negative  tf  included  therein  ;  As  whatfo- 
ever  we  would  that  Men  {hould  do  to  us,  we 
fnouid  do  the  fame  to  them  5  fo  whacfoever  we 

would 
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would  not  have  done  to  us,  that  we  fhould  not 
do  to  others.  The  Negative  reftrains  us  from 
doing  Wrong,  the  Affirmative  obliges  us  to  do 
Good  to  others- 

2.  WE  Jhould  do  to  others,  as  we  would  be  dons 
by,  if  we  were  in  their  Flace  and  Cir  cam  fiances. 
We  fhould  in  Imagination  change  Conditions 
with  our  Neighbour,  and  put  our  Soul  in  his  Soul's 
ftead,  as  Job  fpeaks,  Job  16-  14.  and  what  we 
would  defire  others  ro  do  to  us,  if  we  were  in 
their  Condition  and  they  in  ours,  That  we 
fhould  do  to  them. 

5.  THIS  Rule  is  not  to  be  taken  in  an  unli- 
mited Senee  ;  But  we  muft  do  as  we  would  be 
done  by,  provided  we  will  that  which  is  Law- 
ful and  Reafonable.  A  common  Drunkard 
may  not  think  to  juftify  his  making  another 
Drunk,  becaufe  he  would  have  others  do  fo  to 
him.  A  Parent  may  not  omit  correcting  a  vici- 
ous Child,  becaufe  if  he  were  in  the  Child's 
Place  he  would  be  apt  to  wifh  he  might  efcape 
Correction.  This  Maxim  does  not  privilege 
any  Evil  either  of  Commiffion  or  Omiflion ; 
but  we  muft  do  as  we  would  be  done  by,  in 
thofe  things  that  are  Lawful,  and  alfo  Fit  and 
Reafonable,  we  are  not  bound  to  do  to  another, 
all  that  we  might  defire,  if  we  were  in  his  Cafe 
and  he  in  ours,  but  what  we  could  reafonably 
defire  and  expect  from  him. 

4.  T'HIS  Ride  extends  to  the  Words  and  Thoughts 
as  well  as  Actions,  and  is  to  be  referr'd  to  the  in- 
ward Affedion,  as  well  as  the  outward  Beha- 
viour. As  we  mould  do  to  others  as  we  would 
be  dc?ss  by,  fo  we  fhould  [peak  of  others,  as  we 

would 
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would  be  ffoken  of,  and  think  of  others  as  w£ 
would  be  thought  of-  The  Law  of  God  is  Spiri- 
tual ;  and  this  Rule  which  is  faid  to  be  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets,  is  to  be  lookt  upon  as  Spiritual, 
or  as  reaching  to  the  Motions  of  our  Spirits ; 
the  Thoughts  and  Affe&ions.  We  fhould  bear 
the  fame  Affection  to  our  Neighbour,  which  we 
would  have  him  bear  towards  us,  we  fhould 
love  our  '  Neighbour  as  our  felf^  Matth.  22.  39. 
And  all  we  do  to  our  Neighbour,,  muft  be  done 
out  of  Love  to  him.  It  muft  alfo  be  done  out 
of  Love  to  God^and  as  an  A&  of  Obedience  to 
the  Divine  Majefty,  or  elfe  we  fliall  wrong 
God,  when  we  do  that  which  is  right  to  our 
Neighbour. 

THUS  we  have  in  fome  meafure  explained 
the  Rule  in  our  Text. 

NOW  this  has  been  defervedly  efteem'd  a 
moft  excellent  Rule,  'tis  commonly  called  the 
Golden  Rule,  to  fignify  the  excellency  of  it. 

'TIS  a  very  plain  and  eafy  Rule  for  all  Men  to 
walk  by.  5Tis  a  hard  matter  for  many  Men  to 
determine  what  is  juft  and  right  in  many  Cafes, 
by  other  Rules :  And  there  be  fome  difficult 
Cafes,  wherein  it  is  not  eafy  for  the  wifeft  of 
Men  to  determine  what  is  right  by  other  Rulesj 
but  every  Man  is  capable  of  judging  by  this 
Rule  ;  for  there  is  no  Man  but  can  think  with 
himfelf,  Suppofe  I  were  in  the  Cafe  of  .this  or 
that  Man,  with  whom  I  am  concern'd,  what  is 
it  that  I  would  defire  him  to  do  to  me  ?  And 
thus  his  Way  is  made  plain  before  him.  We  may 
not  always  have  the  Opportunity  of  confulting 
with  others,  that  may  be  capable  of  advifing  us$ 

buc 
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but  we  may  when  we  pleafe  confult  the  Oracle 
in  our  own  Breafts,  by  asking  our  felves,  what 
we  would  have  done  to  us?  And  this  will  give 
us  a  fure  Direction,  what  to  do  to  others ;  this 
is  a  Standard^  which  can  never  fail  us,  till  we 
defert  our  felves  and  our  Interefts,  which  isirrt- 
poffible ;  for  Inter  eft  will  not  lie. 

IF  we  obferve  this  Rule  we  fliall  be  far  from 
wronging  any  in  any  refpeft ;  for  we  would 
have  no  Wrong  done  to  our  felves :  And  we 
fliall  as  we  have  Opportunity  promote  the  Good 
of  others  in  every  regard  ;  for  this  is  what  we 
would  have  others  do  to  us. 
But  we  proceed 

II.  TO  con  fid  er  the  Comprehenfiveneft  of  this 
Rule.  It  is  the  fum  of  the  Second  Table,  the 
Subftance  and  Quinteffence  of  the  Law  and 
the  Prophets  refpe&ing  cur  Duty  towards  our 
Neighbour. 

WE  fliall  here  take  Notice  of  the  feveral  Vre~ 
cepts  of  the  Second  Table  of  the  Law,  and  fliall 

f^ew  how  the  Obfervation  of  this   Rule,   will 
ing  us  to  difcharge  the  Duties,  which  thofe 
Veral  Precepts  require  of  us. 
BUT  the  Commandment,  even  every  Command- 
ment, being  exceeding  bread,  we  can  only  touch 
upon  fome  Particulars  therein. 

i.  LET  us  conlider  the  Fifth  Commandment, 
which  is  the  firft  Commandment  of  the  Second 
Table  ;  Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Mother.  This 
Command  requires  us  to  give  due  Honour  to  o- 
thers,  whether  we  confides  them  as  Superiours, 
Equals  or  Inferiors-  Accordingly  Children  ftiould 
give  that  Honour  to  their  Parents,  which  they 

would 
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would  defire  and  expect  from  Children,  if  they 
(hould  come  to  (land  in  the  Relation  of  Parents. 
Servants  fliould  pay  that  Refped  to  their  Ma- 
tters which  they  would  defire  fliould  be  paid  to 
them,  if  they  were  Matters.  Young  Men  fliould 
fliew  that  Reverence  to  old  Age,  which  they 
would  defire  if  they  fliould  arrive  at  old  Age. 
And  that  RefpecT:  and  Obedience  is  due  from 
us  to  our  Rulers,  which  we  could  reafonably 
expert  if  we  were  in  their  Place.  And  as  for 
our  Equals,  to  whom  equal  Honour  is  due  with 
our  felves ;  we  fliould  be  fure  to  give  them  as 
much  RefpecT:  as  we  expect  from  them.  And 
as  for  our  Inferiors,  wa  fliould  fhew  that  Regard 
to  them,  which  we  our  felves  could  reafonably 
wifh  for,  if  we  were  in  the  Place  of  Inferiors. 
Job  dejftifed  not  the  Caufe  of  his  Man- Servant  or 
Maid- Servant.  We  fhould  take  heed  of  con- 
temning our  Inferiors ;  for  certainly  we  would 
not  be  willing  to  be  coritemn'd,  if  we  were  in 
their  Place  and  Rank.  And  Rulers  fliould  ima- 
gine themfeives  in  the  Condition  of  thofe  that 
are  under  their  Authority,  and  fliould  carry 
it  towards  them,  as  they  could  reafonably  de- 
fire if  they  were  in  their  Place- 

THUS  by  obferving  the  Rule  of  doing  as 
we  would  be  done  by,  we  fliould  difchargc 
the  Duties  required  in  the  Fifth  Command- 
ment. 

2.  LET  us  confider   the  Sixth  Command- 
ment ;  Thou  Jhalt  not  kill.    This  Commandment 
requires  us  to  preferve  the  Life  of  our  Neigh- 
bour $ 
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6our ;  and  that  we  would  behave  onr  felves  pa* 
tiently,  peaceably  and  mercifully  towards  him,  and 
that  we  fliould  be  ready  to  do  him  a  Kindnefi. 

NOW  we  fliould  exercife  that  Meeknefs  and 
Patience  towards  our  Neighbour,  which  we 
would  defire  him  to  exercife  towards  us.  We 
fliould  live  peaceably  with  all  Men,  giving  no 
occafion  of  Offence  to  any ;  for  we  would  have 
others  give  no  Offence  to  us.  We  fliould  ftti- 
&y  to  be  quiet  and  do  our  own  Bujinefi :  for  we 
hate  Pragmaticalnefs  in  others.  And  in  cafe  of 
Injuries,  we  mould  not  be  hard  to  be  pacified 
towards  our  Neighbour ;  but  mould  be  as  ready 
to  forgive,  as  we  would  defire  our  Neighbour 
to  be,  if  we  had  any  ways  wronged  him  :  We 
fliould  feek  to  overcome  hint  by  Kindnefs  and 
heap  Coals  of  Fire  upon  his  Head,  to  melt  him  into' 
good  Nature.  We  fnould  mew  that  Mercy  to 
others  in  Mifery  which  we  our  felves  would  de- 
fire, if  we  were  in  the  fame  miferable  Circurri- 
ftances  with  them  ;  as  Job  tells"  his  Friends,  if 
their  Souls  were  in  his  Soul's  ftead,  if  they  were  in* 
Affliction  like  him,  and  he  was  at  Eafe  like' 
them,  he  would  ftrengthen  them  with  ha  Mouth, 
and  the  moving  of  his  Lips  flwuld  afj'wage  their 
Grief  We  mould  afford  to  others  all  that  Suc- 
cour in  Diffrefs,  which  we  could  defire  of  them. 
We  mould  be  ready  to  do  any  Ad  of  Kindnefs 
to  others :  We  fliould  be  as  ready  to  do  Good 
as  to  receive  Good  ;  This  we  have  reafon  to 
be,  and  more  too ;  for  'tis  a  more  blejjed  thing  ta 
give  than  to  receive. 

3.  LET  us  confider  the  Seventh  Command- 
ment ^  Thou  flak  tiot  commit  Adultery  ±     Job  carite 
E  this 
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this  a  heinom  Crime,  and  I  need  not  fay  what  i 
heinous  Violation  it  is  of  the  Rale  before  us. 
This  Command  is  fet  before  that,  againft  Stea- 
ling ;  And  the  Tranfgreffion  hereof  is  a  greater 
Wrong  to  our  Neighbour  than  Stealing :  David 
in  taking  the  Wife  of  Uriah,  did  him  a  greater 
Injury,  than  the  rich  Man  in  Nathans  Parable, 
who  took  the  poor  Man's  Lamb,  whom  David 
fo  feverely  condemned. 

AND  the  due  Application  of  this  Rule  would 
clire&  Husbands  and  Wives  to  a  rigl.t  Charge 
of  the  fevera!  Duties  one  towards  anov  ■■■.-..  to 
which  they  are  obliged  by  virtue  of  this  Com- 
mandment. 

4.  LET  us  confider  the  Eighth  Command- 
ment ;  Thou  jhait  not  Steal.  That  which  is  for- 
bidden in  this  Command,  is  the  unjuft  depriving 
our  Neighbour  of  any  part  of  his  Eftate :  ,  And 
the  due  Obfervation  of  this  Rule  would  be  an 
effectual  Prefervative  herefrom.  The  Apoftle 
fays,  Let  no  Man  go  beyond  and  defraud  his  Bro- 
ther in  any  Matter.  As  we  would  not  be  de- 
frauded our  felvesj  fo  we  fhould  not  defraud  and 
over- reach  others.  We  fhould  in  our  Dealings 
impefe  upon  no  Mans  Ignorance  or  Neceffity  ; 
for  certainly  we  would  not  be  fo  impofed  upon 
our  felves.  No  Man  that  goes  by  this  Rule  will 
ever  opprefs  his  Neighbour.  We  fhould  ufe 
the  fame  Fairnefs  in  all  our  Dealings  with  o- 
thers,  that  we  would  defire  from  them.  We 
fhould  not  withhold  the  Wages  of  the  Hireling, 
or  any  other  juft  Debt  beyond  the  Time  where- 
in it  ought  to  be  paid;  for  we  would  be  loth 
that  others  fhould  do  fo-  by  us.  And  how  con- 
trary 
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trary  to  the  Golden  Rule  is  the  private  taking 
away  any  part  of  our  Neighbour's  Eftare,  which 
is  commonly  called  Stealing.  We  abhor  that 
others  mould  fteal  from  us,  we  fhould  as  much 
abhor  the  Thoughts  of  ftealing  from  others : 
And  if  others  have  ftolen  from  us,  we  would 
have  them  make  Reftitution;  fo  we  fhould  be 
concerned  to  make  Reftitution,  where  we  have 
wronged  any  in  their  Eftate, 

5-.  LET  us  confider  the  Ninth  Command- 
ment ;  Thou  flak  not  bear  fMfi  Witnefi  againft  thy 
Neighbour.  This  Command  forbids  whatever  is 
prejudicial  to  Truth  :  It  forbids  a!!  Unfaithful- 
nefs  to  our*  Promifes.  As  we  would  have  o- 
thers  Faithful,  in  performing  their  Engage- 
ments to  us/  and  tho'  they  have  [warn  to  their 
own  hurt  to  change  not,  fo  faithful  fhould  we  be, 
in  anfwering  our  Engagements  to -others-  Tuis 
Command  prohibits  any  thing  that  tends  to  the 
Difparagement  of  our  Neighbour,  whatever  is 
injurious  to  our  Neighbour  s  good  Name-  ;Tis 
the  Character  of  a  Citizen  of  Sion,  That  he  bact- 
biteth  not  with  his  Tongue,  nor  taketh  up  a  ttefro'acb 
againft  his  Neighbour-  We  mould  be  as  I  ch  ro 
backbite  others,  or  take  up  a  Reproach  aj^alrilfc 
them,  as  we  would  be  to  fuffer  the  like  f  in 
them.  We  mould  not  take  up  a  rain  Prejudice 
againft  any,  nor  give  way  to  evil  Surmifings 
concerning  any ;  for  we  greatly  diflike  thefe 
things  in  others  towards  us.  We  would  have 
others  make  a  fair  arid  candid  Interpretation 
of  our  Anions,  we  fhould  exercife  the  -fame 
Candor  towards  others,  making  the  beft  of  eve- 
E?  ry 
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ry  things  We  mould  have  the  fame  tender  Re- 
gard to  every  Man's  Reputation,  as  we  would 
have  every  Man  fnew  towards  ours. 

6.  LET  us  confider  the  Tenth  Command- 
ment 5  Thou  jhalt  not  covet  thy  Neighbour's  Houfey 
&c.  This  Commandment  requires  a  right  arid 
charitable  Frame  of  Spirit  towards  our  Neigh- 
bour and  all  that  is  his.  We  would  have  our 
Neighbour  have  fuch  a  Spirit  towards  us j  We 
ihoujd  therefore  entertain  and  cherifh  fugh  a 
Spirit  towards  him.  VVe  mould  Rejoice  ivith 
them  that  Rejoice,  and  Weep  with  them  that  IVeep; 
We  fiionld  not  indulge  a  private  felfifh  Spirit, 
for  we  hate  fuch  a  Spirit  in  others :  We  mould 
feek  the  Good  of  others  as  well  as  our  ownl 
We  flioulcl  be  far  from  envying  or  grieving  at 
the  Good  of  our  Neighbour ;  for  'tis  very  di£- 
tafteful  to  us,  that  our  Profperity  ihould  be  an 
Eye-fore  to  our  Neighbour. 

THUS  we  have  given  fome  Inltances  un- 
der the  feveral  Commandments,  which  may 
ferve  to  fet  your  Meditations  a  Work,  and  lead 
you  to  thfink  of  other  things.  What  has  been 
faid  is  fu  ffjcient  to  file W  the  Corner  ehenfivenefi  of 
this  Golden  Rule* 

I  proceed 

III-  TO  confider  the  Obligation  that  lies  upori 
us  to  walk  agreeably  to  ^his  Rule.    ■ 

JJow  we  are  obliged  hereto 

i-  By] 
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I J  BT  virtue  of  the  Authority  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
our  great  Teacher  and  Law-giver. 

CHRIST  is  the  great  Teacher  come  from  God, 
and  He  came  to  teach  us  not  only  what  we 
are  to  know  and  believe,  but  what  we  are  to 
do  and  praftice,  both  towards  God  and  Man, 
and  He  it  is,  that  has  taught  us  to  obferve  this 
Rule  in  our  Carriage  towards  our  Neighbour- 
Our  bleffed  Saviour  came  not  to  deftrey  the  Law 
or  the  Prophets,  for  he  is  the  deftroyer  of  nothing 
but  the  Works  of  the  Devil ;  of  nothing  that 
comes  from  God,  much  lefs  of  thofe  excellent 
Di dates  which  we  have  from  Mofes  and  the  Vro- 
phets :  But  in  teaching  us  this  Rule,  He  teaches 
us  to  obferve  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  And 
He  is  our  Law-giver  and  Judge,  and  the  Words 
that  He  hath  fyoken  (this  in  our  Text  among  o- 
ther  Words)  jhall  judge  m  at  the  la  ft  Day. 

2.  WE  are  pblig'd  to  govern  our  felves  by 

this  Rule,  in  point  of  Equity:  For  Equity  ob- 
liges us  to  {how  an  equal  Regard  to  thofe  that 
are  equal-  I  and  my  Neighbour  are  equal  by 
Nature*  Hence  what  I  think  due  from  my 
Neighbour  to  me,  and  what  I  can  reafonably 
defire  from  him,  that  is  in  Equity  due  from  me 
to  him. 

WE  are  all  Equal  by  Nature;  Joh  was  very 
fenfible  of  this  -,  when  he  was  tempted  to  de- 
fpife  the  Caufe  of  his  Man-Servant,  this  Thought 
came  into  his  Mirid,  Did  not  hi  that  made  me  in 

the 
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the  Womb %  make  him  ?  and  did  not  one  fajhion  ui 
in  the  Womb}  Job  %i.if.  He  partakes  of  the 
fame  Nature  that  I  do,  and  is  the  Work  of  the 
fame  Hand.  Have  we  .not  all  one  Father,}  hath 
mot  one  God  created  m  ?  Our  Bodies  were  all  made 
ont<)f  the  fame  Earth,  and  our  Souls  have  the 
fame  Divine  Image  upon  them.  Now  there 
beirg  fuch  a  Parity  and  Equality  among  Men, 
as  to  Nature,  whatever  there  may  be  as  to  out- 
ward Condition,  Equity  obliges  us  fo  far  to  fet 
our  felves  upon  a  level,  with  all  that  we  are 
concerned  with,  as  to  do  to  them  in  all  refpecfts, 
as  we  would  they  mould  do  to  us.  And  this  is 
liniverfally  approv'd  by  all  forts  of  Perfons,  as 
an  equitable  Rule.  There  is  no  Man  but  fub- 
fcribes  to  the  Equity  of  it,  and  if  his  Neigh- 
bour deals  with  him  according  to  this  Rule, 
fie  will  find  no  fault  with  him;  And  on  the 
contrary,  if  his  Neighbour  does  not  a#  accor- 
ding to  this  Rule,  he  will  be  ready  to  condemn 
him.  'Tis  common  for  Men  to  fay  of  thofe 
that  have  wronged  them,  They  would  not  be 
Willing  .to  be  fo  ferved  themfebes. 

5.  WE-  are  obliged  to  obferve  this  Rule- in 
point  of ■  Interefi-.  For  if  we  do  as  we  would  be 
*done  by  to  others,  we  may  exped  the  like  good 
Treatment  frqm  others.  Even  the  Yttblicans  love 
thofe  that  love  them ;  and  a  good  Carriage  to- 
wards others  is  a  powerful  Attractive  of  a 
good  Carriage  from  "them.  If  we  are  ready 
to  -affift'aind  relieve  others,  when  their  Cafe 
calls  for  it ;  we  may  look  to  be  affifted  by  0- 
ther%  if  we  fliould  fall  tender  the  fame  Circum- 

fiances 
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fiances  with  them.  Hcb.  13.  5.  Remember  thetn, 
that  aye  in  Bonds,  fays  the  Apoitle,  at  bound  with 
them,  and  them  that  fuffer  Adverjity,  as  being  your 
felves  alfo  in  the  Body  •  that  is>  fay  fome,  in  the' 
fame  Myftical  Body  with  them ;  but  others  un- 
derstand it  of  the  fame  Body  of  Flefh,  obnox- 
ious to  the  fame  Sufferings,  and  within  the 
reach  of  the  fame  Calamities ;  we  know  not 
what  may  happen  to  us,  before  we  go  out  of 
the  Body;,  and  as  we  partake  of  the  fame  JNfo- 
ture  with  others,  fo  we  may  be  involved  in 
the  fame  Condition ;  and  we  may  one  day  need 
others  as  much  as  they  need  us  now,  and  then 
all  the  Kindnefs  that  we  now  fiiew  them,  may 
juftly  be  expected  from  them:  For  a  good  Man, 
(&  great  Benefactor)  per  adventure  fome  would  even 
dare  to  die.  But  whether  we  need  the  Help  of 
others  or  no,  we  have  always  more  need  "of 
God,  than  any  others  have  of  us,  and  if  we 
do  not  to  others  as  we  would  be  done  by,  we- 
can't  expect  that  God  fliould  do  to  us,  whac 
we  defire  of  Him  :  Hence  our  Saviour  lays- 
down  this  Rule,  after  He  had  exhorted  us 
feek  unto  God  for  thofe  Favours  which  ws 
need  :  Fitly  is  this  Law  of  Equity  annex'd  to 
to  the  Law  of  Vrayer  ;  for  our  Succefs  in  our 
Prayers  and  Addreffes  to  God  depends  upon 
our  obferving  this  Rule. 

WE  proceed  to  make  fome  brief  Improve- 
ment of  what  has  been  faid.        And 

f.  WHAT  Caufe  have  we  all  of  us,  humbly  u 
refleSl  on  our  felves f  for  our  not  obferv'ntg  this  Rule, 

as 
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as  we  ffiould  have  done-    As  the   Butler  fai<2 

with  refpe<5fc  to  Jofeph,  I  do  remember  my  Faults 
this  Day  $  fo  we  have  all  of  us  reafon  to  remem- 
ber our  Faults  this  Day ;  for  who  of  us  has 
been  altogther  Faultlefi  on  this  Account  ?  Who 
can  fay  that  he  has  been  always  clear  front 
tranfgreffing  this  Rule  ?  The  Apoftle  fays,  By 
the  Law  is  the  knowledge  of  Sin  •  and  the  Rule  in 
our  Text,  which  is  the  Law  and  the  Prophets, 
difcovers  to  us  a  great  deal  of  Sin,  that  we 
have  been  guilty  of  in  our  Carriage  towards 
bur  Neighbour ;  have  we  not  all  of  us  in  ma- 
ny Inftances,  not  done  to  others,  as  we  would 
they  fhould  do  to  us  ?  We  have  furely,  in  many 
things  offended  all;  for  which  we  have  need  to 
beg  forgivenefs  in  the  Blood  of  Jefus. 

MANY  have  been  notorious  Tranfgreffors 
of  this  Rule  :  Particularly,  thofe  that  have  been 
of  revengeful  Spirits ;  We  are  not  to  do  to  o- 
thers  what  they  have  done  to  us,  but  what  we 
would  have  them  do  to  us.  Say  not  1  ivill  do  fo  to 
him,  as  he  hath  done  to  me>  I  will  render  to  the 
Man  according  to  his  Work,  Vrov*  24.  29.  To  re- 
turn Injury  for  Injury  is  the  higheft  Offence 
againft  this  Rule ;  for  he  that  has  received  an 
Injury,  feelingly  knows  what  it  is  that  he  would 
not  have  another  do  to  him,  and  in  revenging 
an  Injury  he  not  only  Sins  againft  his  own 
Gonfcience,  but  againft  the  Senfe  and  Feeling 
of  the  thing  committed!* 

AND  as  the  Apoftle  James  fays  Wlknte  come 
Wars  and  Fightings}  So* whence  come  ail  th$ 

Quar- 
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Quarrels  and  Contentions  in  the  World?  Whence 
come  all  the  Frauds  and  Oppreflions  that  are  fo 
great  an  Evil  to  the  World  ?  Whence  come  all 
the  Slanderings  andRevilings?  And  in  a  Word, 
Whence  comes  all  the  Injury  and  Mifchief  that 
Sny  do  to  their  Neighbours  ?  'Tis  furely  foe 
want  of  obferving  this  Rule  of  doing  as  we 
would  be  done  by. 

2.  LET  thofe  that  have  in  any  Meafure  vjalkeA 
agreeably  to  this  Rule,  humbly  blefi  God  that  has 
enabled  them  hereunto.  That  Speech  of  the  Pha- 
rifee  if  it  had  proceeded  from  an  humble  Heart, 
had  been  a  very  good  Speech,*  I  thank  God  1 
am  not  as  other  Men.  'Tis  Matter  of  Thankful- 
nefs  that  there  are  a  Number  that  live  under 
the  Influence  of  this  Rule,  and  endeavour  to 
govern  themfelves  by  it,  in  their  Carriage  to- 
wards their  Neighbour.  The  good  Lord  in- 
creafe  their  Number,  and  increafe  this  Vertue 
in  them  1 

*.  LET  ns  all  be  exhorted  to  fet  our  f elves  to  walk 
according  to  this  Rule,  in  our  •whole  Carriage  to- 
wards  cur  Neighbour, 

For  Motive  let  us  confider, 

!•  THE  Credit  of  Religion  defends  upon  our  ob- 
ferving  this  Rule.  If  all  the  Profeffors  of  Reli- 
gion were  careful  to  govern  themfelves  by  this 
Rule  in  their  Carriage  towards  others,  they 
would  hereby  adorn  the  Doclrine  of  God  their  Sa- 
viour, and  render  it  amiable  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
World.  But  the  want  of  living  up  to  this  Rule 
caufes  the  Name  of  God  and  his  Doftrim  to  be  blaf- 
fhemed* 

E  I.  ?Tis 
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2.  'TIS  a  vain  thing  for  us  to  fret  end  to  Religll 
en,  if  we  live  in  the  wilful  Breach  of  this  Rule. 
As  the  Apoftie  James  fays,  If  any  Man  feem  to 
be  Religious  and  bridles  not  his  Tongue ,  that  Mans 
Religion  is  in  vain  •  fo  if  any  Man  feems  to  be 
Religious,,  and  yet  cares  not  how  he  violates 
this  Golden  Rule,  that  Man's  Religion  is  cer- 
tainly in  vain-  All  his  Devotion  is  no  better 
than  Hypocrify. 

:>.  OUR  inward  Feace  and  Comfort  depends  upon 
our  conforming  to  this  Rule-  As  many  as  walk  ac- 
cording to  this  Rule  (hall  have  Peace  in  their  Minds, 
with  reference  to  their  Carriage  towards  their 
Neighbour  s  Their  Heart  will  not  reproach 
them  on  this  account-  If  a  Man's  Confcience 
wkneffes  for  him  that  in  the  general  Courfe  of 
his  Life,  he  has  done  to  others  what  he  would 
they  (hould  do  to  him,  this  will  yield  him  great 
Comfort  in  his  Reflection  thereon. 

4»  OUR  outward  Feace  and  our  living  in  Com- 
fort among  our  Neighbours  depends  upon  our  govern- 
ing our  felves  by  this  Rule.  The  obfervarion  of 
this  Rule  would  iecure  Peace  among  Neigh- 
bours;, would  prevent  Differences  between  them, 
or  be  an  eafy  cure  for  them.  The  careful  ob- 
fervarion of  this.  Rule  would  be  the  way  for  us 
to  gain  the  univerfai  Love  and  Good-will  of 
our  Neighbours. 

$v  WITH  what  Meafure  vje  wete  it  Jwfl  U  mea~ 

}inf  If  we  do  to  others  as  we  would 

be  done  by,  God  will  take  care  to  Recompence 

us  in  this  Life,  and  we  mail  hereby   do  good^  to 

-  iff*   Sculs   as    Solomon  fays  of  the  merciful 

Min  Prey.  n.  17.  On' the  other  Hand,  If  we 

do 
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do  to  others  what  wc  would  not  have  done  to 
us,  wc  (hall  be  paid  in  our  own  Coin.  Many 
Inftanccs  might  be  given  hereof  and  that  not 
only  of  wicked  Men,  as  Adonibez.ek  and  others; 
but  alfo  of  good  Men,  who  having  tranfgreft 
this  Rule,  thos  God  has  pardon'd  them  as  to 
the  eternal  Punifhment  \  yet  as  for  Temporals, 
they  have  had  like  for  like  rendered  to  them  ; 
as  dfa  who  put  the  Prophet  in  the  Stocks  was 
difeafed  in  his  Feet;  Lab  an  diffembled  with 
Jacob,  as  much  as  Jacob  had  diffembled  with 
Ifaac ;  Jofepb  feem'd  as  inexorable  to  his  Bre- 
thren as  they  had  been  to  him. 

LET  us  all  then  be  perfwaded  to  live  agree- 
ably to  this  Rule. 

IF  this  Rule  was  univerfally  obferv'd  in  cur 
Carriage  one  towards  another,  we  fhould  all  be 
as  happy  as  'tis  poffible,  one  in  another- 

THE  general  obfervation  of  this  Golden 
Rule  would  bring  on  the  Golden  Age,  which 
we  are  in  the  expectation  of.  Let  us  for  this 
End  earnedly  pray  for  the  out-pourings  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  let  us  feek  the  Lord,  that  he  would 
rain  down  RighteoufneJZ  upon  us,  thai  he  would 
fliower  down  his  Grace  whereby  we  may  be 
Righteous  towards  God,  in  rendering  to  him  the 
Glory  due  unto  his  Name ;  and  Righteous  to- 
wards Man,  by  living  in  the  Practice  of  this 
Golden  Rule  of  Juflice. 

FINIS. 


